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derived from sources unknown to the United States Gov-
ernment, though land taxes form an important part of
American state, local, and municipal revenues. Monopo-
lies, state enterprises, state domains, tribute, and the
administration of pensions appear hardly at all in the
budget of the United States. In most countries, customs
duties are the only revenues that bulk large among the
sources of income. This fact emphasizes the difficulty in
visualizing the fiscal system of the Ottoman Empire.
Of the t'otal expenditures 61.4 per cent is used for in-
terest and amortization of the public debt and for the
ministry of war. Thus the needs for education and pub-
lic works, for commerce and agriculture, for order and
justice must be woefully neglected. The tithe, the chief
source of revenue, has been roundly condemned by many,
although the writer believes that it is not ill-adapted to
the conditions prevailing throughout most of Turkey.
Not the tithe itself but its administration is to be criti-
cized. For in an agricultural country like Turkey, what
• better measure of taxpaying ability could be devised than
one based upon the crops actually obtained from the soil!
This is, in reality, a tax on income, whereas a land tax
calculated on the value of the land may have little relation
to the ability of the owner to pay during any given year.
Of course, the tithe is only applicable to the rural dis-
tricts and must be supplemented by equivalent taxes for
the urban population. Instead of being one tenth of the
value of the product, as its name implies, the title actu-
ally amounts to 12.1 per cent of the crop, 10 per cent go-
ing directly to the government, 1 per cent being devoted
to the agricultural bank, 0.5 per cent to public instruction
and 0.6 per cent to military armaments.
Needless to say, such a tax is of crushing weight in it-
self; but in addition it is chiefly administered in the worst
possible way, that is, by the system of tax-farming. The
evils of this system have too often been described to need

